After a fantastic semi finals display in both men’s and women’s European University Tennis at the Gosling IHPC, it was  time for the the hotly contested  finals. In the women’s it was an all British affair with Loughborough taking on Leeds Carnegie.  Coming through the mens we had Loughborough and EUSA European champions, Rouen go head to head. 
There was agony and ecstasy wherever you looked but it was Loughborough that seemed to find the answer for all of their opponents in the Men’s final. For a while it looked like Rouen, after a 3-0 deficit, were going to turn the tables on Loughborough, just like Loughborough had done to Leeds in the semi final, when they came back from the dead and clawed it back to win 2-1 in the tie break shoot out. Rouen went 3-0 down and after Dixon, the Loughborough number 2 failed to capitalise on 5 match points, losing 14-12 in the third set tie break, it put the match at 3-1. Josh Miller of Loughborough now found himself in a similar situation in a third set tie break but managed to keep his cool and defeat his opponent giving the ECTA title to a British University for the first time ever.  
In the Womens event Loughborough played some great tennis but couldn’t do the double but Leeds Met stepped up to the line and won the tie.  The women’s was of equally high standard to the mens and very exciting to watch. 
Quotes
“This is the third year that ECTA have ran an European University Tennis League.The event was the biggest so far and a complete success” said ECTA director Jamie Pilkington  
“None of this would have been possible without the use of the Gosling International HPC coupled with the massive support given by the Director of Tennis Matt Willcocks”  Euan McGinn.  “There is talk now of an even larger event next year at Gosling IHPC  with more teams and played over a longer period.” 
Dara Mcloughlin  of Dublin City University, who is a veteran of the US system, where he played number 1 for Indiana said that ‘this event has grown from nowhere and is now attracting the very best in University tennis in Europe. The venue was perfect, the atmosphere was great and the competition was really strong. I can only see it getting better next year’. 
On semi finals day there was a seminar for parents on the pathways into and post university, with a presentation from Euan Mcginn (stirling) Jamie Pilkington (Dublin City University) and Steve Mcgouchlin (Leeds Carnegie) outlining the tennis  programmes on offer and the tennis and the academic requirements to gain acceptance to the universities and to secure a place on the team. Matt Willcocks outlined the pathways that lead to university Tennis. 
 There are two main ways to succeed and get a Tennis scholarship at  University, combine A levels with the AASE NVQ qualification and then go straight onto a university course or follow the more vocational BTEC qualification, followed by a one year foundation degree course before progressing onto a degree course.   In exceptional circumstances a player without formal academic qualifications can secure a place based on their playing record and ambition to apply themselves to academia. 

 
The key message from all four presenters was that the level of tennis programme offered at the most tennis orientated of universities is comparable to a high level HPC programme. The players on the top programmes play futures level events. Players can head from University into full time employment in a range of industries and some players like Colin Fleming head back to the tour and experience great success. Tennis abilities and success may be the USP that secures you a place on the course, so keep playing and make best of all the opportunities because more competitive success will open doors to universities  and feedback from employers is that sporting success and tennis success in particular demonstrate an acquistion of skills that is very appealing when recruiting people for the highly sought after graduate recruitment programmes.
